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A Smashing Success

To those fortunate enough to obtain tickets, the
March 24th Spring Concert presentation of Ramayana -
Asian variations with guest artists Gamelan Sekar Jaya,
was a visual and auditory banquet of delights. Ticket
requests for the performance, sold out a week in
advance, could have filled the Mayer Theatre on the
campus of the University of Santa Clara twice over.
And the performers did not disappoint, more than
living up to the audience's high expectations.

Following are excerpts from the press reviews and
audience comments.

'‘What an exciting program'

'I| am amazed at your story-telling ability.'

'You deserve a round of applause for a wonderful
Ramayana performance.'

A marriage of cultures and traditions ... THE BEST of
the Bay Areas world-music and world-dance
ensembles -- including Abhinaya Dance Company and
Gamelan Sekar Jaya -- perform on a professional level.
On Sunday, these two companies brought off an
important multi-cultural collaboration before a full
house at Santa Clara University's Mayer Theater....The
Santa Clara "Ramayana" (literally, Rama's March) was
a brave attempt at a bi-regional interpretation, with a
giant cast of 75, including dancing children.....A feast
for the eyes and ears, this production was the first step
in what promises to be a much closer interplay by the
two companies next year.....the performing skills of the
dancers was astounding. The darting eyes, the
flashing hands and the undulations of the body
conveyed a thousand nuances, and the opulent
costumes emphasized the graceful body movements.
The performers, using the timeless bharatanatyam
temple-dance idiom, planted their feet firmly on the
stage and moved in akind of

....Continued on Page 3
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T.T.Nhu Spotlights Bharatanatyam

In the Feb. 4th. edition of the San Jose Mercury
News, T.T.Nhu devoted her column to the Arudra
Natyanjali Festival held at the Shiva-Vishnu Templein
Livermore in late January at which Abhinaya, with a
large turnout of students, was a major presence.
Excepts from that column follow.

'Hindu dance ritual focuses on expression....At the
first classical dance festival held at the temple last
month, dozens of elaborately costumed girls, 8 years
old and older, from eight Bay Area classical Indian
dance schools performed Bharatanatyam, an ancient
dance form from Southern India. It was once
performed exclusively by femalesin Hindu temples as
an expression of devotion. The dance was a ritual
rather than entertainment and even today can infuse
the dancer and spectators with strong religious
emotion. With bells around their ankles, the Indo-
American dancers perform intricate percussive steps
while their arms and elbows jut out in alternately
angular yet oddly flowing movements. The hands tell
the story while the facial expressions, especially the
eyes, express the mood. Synchronizing all these
movements requires enormous concentration, yet the
dancers must appear relaxed and serene. | was

....Continued on Page 3
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at Cubberley Theater in Palo Alto. She is also
graduating from high school and is excited about
attending UC Berkeley in the fall. Garani Nadaraja and
Divani Nadaraja are both high school students,
children of Gowri and Ravi Nadaraja, who are Friends
of Abhinaya sponsors. They are slated to perform their
arangetram on August 17, 1996 at the Regional Center
for the Performing Arts in Walnut Creek. Prasanna
Ananth and Anupama Ananth, daughters of long-time
Abhinaya Board member, Raju Ananth and Lakshmi
Ananth will round off the summer with their
arangetrams on August 24, 1996 at Mayer Theater in
Santa Clara. Please mark your calendars for these
events which are free and serve as an inspiration for
other students wishing to achieve the same goal.

Abhinaya Office

Abhinaya Dance Company shares office space in San
Jose with other multi-cultural groups as part of the
City of San Jose's Arts Incubation Program.

The addressis:
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However, Abhinaya is considering leasing a facility
combining a studio and an office in San Jose. If you
have any leads regarding space for lease or rent, please
contact any of the board members. Peggy Lewis, who
worked in the office as Administrative Manager since
July 1995 has retired from work in order to help with
her granddaughter. We are sorry to lose Peggy, who
was an enthusiastic and conscientious manager.
Fortunately, she has agreed to continue monitoring the
tuition receipts of our student enrollment, working
from her home. Abhinaya is on the lookout for a
skilled office administrator and if you know of any
suitable candidates for the job, please call Mythili at
725-2951.

..... Aarudra from Page 1

riveted by Sriram Pallavi, a tiny dancer, all of 8
years old........ Sonali Vepa, 24, an accomplished soloist
who studied with Mythili Kumar's Abhinaya Dance
Company of San Jose, isnow alaw student in her final
year at Santa Clara University. She began dancing at 8
and recalls years of grueling practice and
rehearsals....Reconciling the various threads of her life
has been aided primarily by the continuity of dance as
the main discipline in her life...which she considers a
spiritual vehicle bridging her disparate worlds.

Summer Arangetrams I

Rasika Kumar, daughter of Mythili & Kumar will be
performing her solo dance debut (Arangetram) on une
22,1996 at Canada College in Redwood City. Rasikais
12 years old and is the youngest dancer in Abhinaya
history to perform her solo dance debut. Seema
Manek. will perform her arangetram on August 3, 1996

DANCE CARAVAN
AT WEST VALLEY COLLEGE

At the invitation of West Valley College Director of
Dance, Ann Mamuth-Onn, Abhinaya Dance Company
members Satyasri Yendluri, Sudharani Narasimhan,
Nalini Venkatasubramanian, Rasika Kumar, Ami
Buch, and Mythili Kumar performed as part of Dance
Caravan 96 at West Valley College on April 12th. and
13th.

Asked for her comments on the performance,
Abhinaya board member Ann Malmuth-Onn replied,
"The dancers emanated grace and confidence through
their choreography. The college students and local
community expressed great enthusiasm and sincere
appreciation for Pushpanjali, scenes from the
Ramayana, and Tillana. For most of the audience this
performance was their first exposure to Indian classical
dance. The college dance studentswere amazed by the
intense footwork and varied hand gestures and facial
expressions. The explanations of each dance made it
accessible to this new audience. Several students
expressed their desire to see and learn more about
Bharanatayam. Thank you, Mythili and Abhinaya
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dancers, from Ann and the students of dance at West
Valley College."

ABHINAYA STAR SHINESBRIGHTLY AT FESTIVAL

From the San Diego Union-Tribune comes a
glowing review of the performance of former
Abhinaya student, Padmini Srikantiah in the Nations
of San Diego International Dance Festival held in
January of thisyear.

"The Indian classical dancer Padmini Srikantiah
performed a varied and arresting solo in the beautiful
bharatanatyam style. The choreography by her San Jose
teacher, Mythili Kumar, had wonderful variety.
Srikantiah struck statuesque poses as Lord Shiva,
performed poignant, expressive passages that even to a
Westerner spoke eloquently of love and spiritual
yearning."

We can expect to hear more from this very talented
young woman in the future.

Svaswarupan, Mala Nugehally, Priya
Jayachandra, Malavika Kumar, Madhuri
Sharma, Preeti Vissa, Deepa Janakiraman,
Priya Lakshmipathy, Sangeeta Kowsik,
Swetha Kowsik, Rasika Kumar, Divani
Nadaraja, Garani Nadaraja.

Feb. 3 Tamil Manram - Priya Sripathy, Vishali
Vanniarajan, Madhuri Sharma, Ragini
Srinivasan, Preethi Vissa, Madhov Vissa,
Sonya Bose, Shruti Jayakumar, Ramya

Babu.

Mar.21 | One World Montessori - Mythili Kumar,

Ami Buch, Vyjayanthi Ramaswamy.

Mar. 28 | Cderate World Dance Day - Satyasri

Yendluri, Mythili Kumar.

Apr.6 Euphrat Museum - Ameya Ananth, Jhansi
Leslie, Nisha Patel, Sangeeta Prasad.

They were led by Seema Manek.

Apr.26 | Noble Schod - Seema Manek & Mythili

Kumar.

Student Performances and
Local Participation

Our students have been very busy this spring. In
addition to their regular schedule of classes and
intense preparation (read double load of practice &
rehearsals) for the highly acclaimed Ramayama spring
concert, they have shared their art and talent with the
community in religious, cultural, and educational
venues.

Jan. 8

Islamic Community Volunteers Reception
Rasika Kumar

Shiva Murugan Temple Concord - Swetha
& Sangeeta Kowsik, Garani & Divana
Nadaraja, Vidya Lakshimpathy, Nandini
& Pallavi Parthasarathy, Rasika &
Malavika Kumar, Pratheepa
Sivaswarupan, Vyjayanthi Ramaswamy,
Sudharani Narasimhan.

Arudra Natyanjali Festival, Liveemore --
Sudharani Narasimhan, Priti
Radhakrishnan, Vyjayanthi Ramaswamy,
Ananthalaxmi Rojanala, Satyasri
Yendluri, Madhav Vissa, Sonya Bose,
Ramya Babu, Suhasini Chandramouli,
Shruti Jayakumar, Jansi Leslie, Sndhu
Natarajan, Sangeeta Prasad, Anu
Ranganathan, Sneha Krishna, Vaibhavi
Umesh, Nandini Parthasrathy, Pallavi
Parthasarathy, Rachana Shah, Pradeepa

Jan. 14

Jan. 20

Upcoming Performances
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SAVETHEDATE!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 1996 at 6:00 pm
HABIB KHAN! ODISSI!
SWAPAN CHAUDHURI!

In an evening combining instrumental music and
dance, Abhinaya Dance Company will present a
concert featuring an exciting display of temple dance
from Orissa and mesmerizing music on the sitar.

The evening begins with a presentation of the
Odissi style of Indian classical dance. Odissi
developed as a distinct classical dance style from the
traditions in the north-eastern coastal region of India,
which is now the state of Orissa. It was performed
inside the temples of that region by Maharis who also
dedicated their lives and arts to the Divine. The
characteristic feature of this style is a hip deflection
giving rise to the tribhanga or 3-bend posture of the
body. Odissi is known for its lyrical and sinuous
quality, and abounds with sculpturesque poses from
the temples of Orissa. Asako Takami, directing the
Odissi instruction for Abhinaya, will be joined by guest
artist Jyoti Raut. Both have been trained in Indiaunder
foremost Odissi gurus. The recital includes
performances by Mythili Kumar and members of the
Abhinaya Dance Company.
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The second part of the program will be a concert
by the renowned sitarist, Habib Khan and one of the
world's greatest tabla players, Svapan Chaudhuri.

In areview of hismusic, the Los Angeles Examiner
wrote, "Ustad Habib Khan's enchanting music stole the
audience's heart." A recent profile in India Currents
says, 'With his dazzling speed.... Chaudhuri plays the
tablawith a profound elegance and a contagious joy.'

You will be receiving flyers about this event later
this month. All tickets are for reserved seating,
ranging in price from $20 - $10. and will be available
through the Abhinaya office at 993-9231 or ticket Co-
chairman JU.B.V. Prasad at 257-8106

..... Ramayana: Asian Variations from Page1
stylized pantomime that was comprehensible even to
first-time viewers.....Abhinaya artistic director Mythili
Kumar's masterstroke was in shaping scenes that
showed "Ramayana" variations from several regions,
including Thailand, Laos ...and Japan. The production
demonstrated the universality of this epic on the
triumph of good and the virtues of courage and
fidelity. BY PAUL HERTELENDY Mercury News Dance
Writer.
0

The theater reverberated with thunderous applause as
Abhinaya performers danced exquisitely to the music
of Gamelan Sekar Jaya, a Balinese orchestra, giving a
befitting grand finale to an evening of enchanting
performances. The splendor of the production was
witnessed in the scene of Ram's coronation in which 52
Abhinaya members danced in harmony, filling the hall
with the chimes of their ghungroos.....About 25 little
girlsin their pre-teens and teens acting as mischievous
monkeys of the vanar sena wonderfully depicted the
euphoria of the success of the vanars' mission as they
wrecked King Sugriva's favorite garden Madhuvana.
Evocative use of lighting by light designer Natti Pierce
Thomson added a dramatic touch to the show,
enhancing its appeal.....Music composition and vocals
were provided by Asha Ramesh, who modulated her
sonorous voice in rapport with the mood of the
different scenes. Complementary support on
mridangam was provided by N. Narayanan, who was
uplifting. Veena by Padma Ramanujam, veena and
keyboard by Prasad Rayasam, and violin by Shanthi
Narayan contributed to the show's success, making it
an audio-visual extravaganza. Costume designing for
the cast by Kamal Nair deserves special
commendation. The color combinations and contrasts
reflected the various moods, which is important in a

dance drama. BY MONICA UPPAL Specia to India
West

Abhinaya Presents a M agnificent Ramayana....

Every once in awhile, a performance comes along that
reminds us of the glory of Indian dance and the
greatness of Indian literature. Abhinaya Dance
Company's presentation of Multi-Splendored Ramayana:
Asian Variations, March 24, at the Louis B Mayer
Theater at the University of Santa Clara, was one such
event. As the dancers recreated the story of the
Ramayana, adding other Asian versions to these oft-
told tales, it made for a magical evening of dance,
music and theater....Satyasri Yendluri as Rama,
Vyjayanthi Ramaswamy as Lakshmana and Sudharani
Narsimhan as Sta were amazing. Their facial
expressions, hands, feet and body language fluently
told the story. The younger members of the company
danced the role of the vanaras or monkeys. With their
light brown costumes, and long braided hair, they
scampered on stage lightly and delightfully.....The final
scene of the celebration at Ram's coronation was a
magnificent feat of choreography. With Rama and Sita
seated on thrones, the dancers joyfully danced around
them and the whole stage came alive with
merriment.....Mythili Kumar danced the role of
Dasaratha in both the Japanese and the Indian version
of the Ramayana. Her eloquent performance revealed
the anguish in Dasartha's heart....And then came the
Gamelan Sekar Jaya, a Balinese music and dance
group...Under music director | Dewa Putu Berata, the
group played with breath-taking precision and timing.
The second piece was a collaborative effort by the
Gamelan Sekar Jaya and the Abhinaya Dance
Company. Eight performers danced to the haunting
sounds of the Balinese gamelan gong kebyar while
Mythili Kumar kept time on the cymbals. This
unusual union of music and dance by two cultureswas
arare treat and afitting finale to a stunning show. All
the musicians must be commended for their
unflagging accompaniment. By NINA WILFRED India
Post

A heartfdt THANK YOU toour marveous dancers and to
our wonderful voluntears! You weretruly splendid!
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All the Abhinaya co-sponsored the Tamil play
Cheydigal Vasippadu UAA by the visiting troupe of
United Amateur Artists led by the well-known actor
Y.G.Mahendra. Abhinaya primarily assistefd in getting
the auditorium while drama enthusiast Ramani Aiyer
and his band of volunteers managed the rest of the

production, including hosting the large troupe

Abhinaya goes on the Internet

Abhinaya Dance Company has created it web page.
The URL for the ADC web pageis:

http://ourworl d. conpuserve. com honmepages/ abhi naya

Please surf through this web page to get current
events, upcoming events, class schedules and late-
breaking news about Abhinaya.

Tamil Play:

DATE DESCRIPTION VENUE CITY
June 8 End of Term Student Concert Cypress Senior Center San Jose
June 22 Rasika Kumar - Arangetram Canada College Belmont
June 29 Ethnic Dance Festival Ghirardelli Square San Francisco
June 30 Mythili Kumar-solo Auditorium-TBA New York
August 3 Seema Manek - Arangetram Cubberley Theater Palo Alto
August 17 Garani & Devani Nadaraja- Arangetram Regional Center for the Walnut Creek

Performing Arts

August 18 PASS 1996-Odissi & Habib Khan with Montgomery Theater San Jose

Swapan Chaudhari
August 24 Anupama & Prasana Ananth Mayer Theater Santa Clara
October 3 Gandhi-the Mahatma S. Mary’s College Moraga
October 5 Jyotsna Lakkamraju - Arangetram Cubberley Theater Palo Alto
September 29  Family Sunday Museum of Art San Jose
October 12 Mythili Kumar solo w/ orchestra Ragmala Seattle, WA.
October 26 Mythili Kumar solo w/ orchestra Society for Abidancein Truth  Santa Cruz
December 7 Meera Vaidyanathan - Arangetram Cubberley Theater Palo Alto




