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The year 2002 brought a medley of exciting events to the
delight of all Bay Area audiences. The year began with
Margam and Ponga Festival and many other brilliant
performances, some of which are highlighted below.

Divya Naama Anjali — portrayal of divine names
and attributes of the temple deities

In March 2002, Hindu Community and Cultural Center
presented “Divya Naama Anjali”, a portrayal of the divine
names and attributes of the Temple Deities, performed jointly
by Abhinaya Dance Company of San Jose, Lasya Dance
Academy and Nrityollasa Dance Academy. The performance
took place at Smithwick Theater, Foothill College in Los
Altos and was for the 2002 Fund Raising Program for the
Shiva-Vishnu Temple and to increase the cultural awareness.
The performance raised $50,000 for the temple.

Mythili Kumar gave a brilliant portrayal of Kali accompanied
by various other performers from her troop. Music
composition and vocals were provided by accomplished
Carnatic musician, Asha Ramesh; Vidya Ramakrishnan,
Prema Sriram and Radhika Kannan performed the
nattuvangam (small cymbals); N. Narayan played the
mridangam; Shanthi Narayan, the violin; Raja Sivamani, the
veena, Ravi Gutala on the tabla; Ramanath Ramdas on the
ghatam; and Prasad Rayasam on the flute.

$50,000 Collected at Shiva-Vishnu Temple Fundraiser DV

2002 Spring Series
—By, Varun Arora, INDIA WEST 03/08/02

Los Altos, Calif. — Nine Hindu deities “descended” on the
Smithwick Theater at Foothill College to grace a gathering of
over 1,000 devotees on March 2, 2002.

The Hindu Community and Cultural Center/Shiva-Vishnu
Temple organized a Divya Naama Anjali- the meditation of
holy names for its 2002 fundraiser. Over 42 participants
performed in the three-hour program portraying the attributes
of various Hindu deities through song and dance.

“More than raise funds, the aim of the Cultural Center is to
bring the Bay Area Indian community together.” Said Raman
Rao, chairman, Board of Directors, HCCC. The program
included bharatanatyam, kuchipudi and odissi performances
by members of the Abhinaya Dance Company as well as other

dance academies in the Bay Area. Among the dancers
were Satyasri Yendluri, Satyavan |swara, Priya Ramadoss,
Malavika Kumar, Priya Jayachandran and Vidhya
Subramanian.

The music was composed by acclaimed Carnatic singer
Asha Ramesh, who also performed vocals and has been
involved with several Bay Area dance productions since
1993.

One of the highlights was Mythili Kumar’s portrayal of
Kali. Kumar enthralled the audience with her command
over natya- the combination of dancing and acting. Her
every gesture was timed to the beat of the mridangam and
the melody of the singer’'s voice. Kumar was also the
choreographer for the event. The theme of the evening was
devotion, but the spirit was dedication to discipline. Not
one dancer was out of step with the tala- rhythmic timing —
or out of synch with bhava- mood. The brilliant costumes
complemented Ramesh’s rich melodies perfectly.

During the final stage of the program, the dancers
performed thillana- a pure dance with statuesque postures,
intricate rythms and complete unison between the
technique and emotion.

The deities portrayed during the course of the program
included Ganesha, Shiva, Vishnu, Durga, Kali, Rama,
Krishna, Lakshmi and Ajita. Each was presented in a
digtinct performance and each performance narrated a
digtinct story. All of the chosen deities are woshipped at
the Livermore Temple.

On May 11, 2002, Abhinaya Dance Company presented
the Spring Series beginning with the Next Generation
Performance that featured the young teachers, Radhika
Kannan, Satyasri Yendluri and Ami Buch. The three
performers have been an integral part of the Abhinaya
Dance Company for a number of years. Their performance
is an inspiration to the emerging young artists to enhance
their creative, performing and teaching skills, and heighten
their visibility in San Jose's dance community. The event
also included Guest Artists, Mythili Prakash and Shakti
Dance Company who also represent the next generation of
young artists in Los Angeles area. Shakti Dance Company
was founded in 1997 by Viji Prakash, an internationally
acclaimed dancer, choregrapher and teacher of the
Bharatanatyam.
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Radhika Kannan has been a senior dancer with Abhinaya for
several years. She began her training in 1980 under the
guidance of Mythili Kumar. She won the Balasarawathi
Award for Excellence in Dance in an international dance
contest held in New Y ork. She has also served as a teacher of
Bharatnatyam in recent years. Radhika is highly inspired by
her Guru, Smt. Mythili Kumar whom she looks up to as her
mentor. In her words, “ | want to thank my Guru Mythili
Kumar for giving me the encouragement, guidance and this
wonderful opportunity. | am grateful to her for instilling in me
the discipline for this fine art form and for her outstanding
contribution to spread the Indian culture among the second
generation Indians.” Radhika has a Bachelor's degree from
Sacramento State University and is currently working toward
teaching credentials.

Satyasri Yendluri is a senior dancer of the Abhinaya Dance
Company and has been learning Bharatanataym from Mythili
Kumar for the past seventeen years. She received a
scholarship at the age of nine for her dancing talents from The
Fremont Art Council. India West reporter Francis Assisi
wrote: “Here is one talented youngster whom Bay Area
audiences will enjoy watching.” In 1995, she also won the
Balasaraswathi Award for Excellence in Dance in an
international dance contest held in New York. She has been a
teacher in Abhinaya’'s Fremont branch. Satyasri graduated
from UC Davisin June 2002 and currently works for a biotech
company.

Ami Buch performed her Arangetram in 1995 and has since
become a valuable member, performing in key roles in
productions such as Gandhi- the Mahatma and Multi-
splendored Ramayana. She won acclaim for her performance
in the lead roles of Lord Muruga in Mayiladum Alagan,
Damyanti in Power of Saturn, and Vasantavalli in Kutrala
Kuravanji. She has conducted Abhinaya's classes in the
Fremont branch for seven years. Ami is a graduate of UC
Berkeley and plans to do her graduate degree in Education at
UC Davis. Of this presentation, Ami says, “Dancing to great
choreography is something | took for granted while learning
from Mythili Aunti. Attempting to do choreography was an
eye-opening experience. The development of each piece, from
the idea to execution is filled with mathematical problems in
setting nrtta, dramatic issues in setting abhinaya, and creative
challenges at every juncture. | am grateful for the wonderful
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opportunity and experience of being part of the Next
Generation Presentation” .

2002 Spring Concert’

The spring concert was held on June 15, 2002 at Louis B.
Meyer Theater in Santa Clara. This concert was presented
in two sections. The first section was a student concert
where each of the student group from various Abhinaya
locations had the opportunity to present atraditional dance.
The program comprised of ten different dances by the
students in the first section. The second section consisted
of five dances performed primarily by Mythili Kumar,
Malavika Kumar and Rasika Kumar. There aso was a solo
performance of Padam by Mythili Kumar.

Solo Bhar atanatyam recital by Rasika Kumar

On August 18, 2002, Rasika Kumar gave a traditional solo
Bharatanatyam recital at Louis B. Mayer Theater in Santa
Clara. Rasika Kumar is the daughter of Mythili Kumar and
has trained with her since 1987. She performed her
arangetram in 1987 and has played a pivotal role in many
of Abhinaya's productions. Her most recent lead roles for
Abhinaya were as Shiva and Muruga in Mayiladum
Alagan (1998) and as Nala in The Power of Saturn (1999).
She has also performed nattuvangam and narration for
Mythili Kumar and Abhinaya since 1996. She is currently
a student at M.I.T and is a member of Natya, M.I.T.'s
classical Indian dance club.

The recital opened with Prayer where the devotees praise
the great God Shiva as the Supreme Dancer. This was
followed by Varnam. Varnam is the most intricate and
comprehensive piece in the Bharatanatyam repertoire,
highlighting the dancer’s proficiency in both nritta (joyful
rhythmic dance) and nritya (expressional dance). Rasika's
solo recital was accompanied by musicians, Asha Ramesh
vocals, N. Narayanan, mridangam; and Raja Sivamani on
veena
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Fall Concert —“ There Once Was A Princess...”
Saturday, November 9, 2002

Abhinaya Dance Company ends the 2002 season with a
graceful performance of “ There Once Was A Princess...” at
the Mexican Heritage Center, San Jose on November 9, 2002.

Seventeen dancers from Abhinaya took part in this production
accompanied once again by the accomplished Carnatic
musician Asha Ramesh. Mythili Kumar directed and
choreographed the concert.

“.There Once Was A Princess...” draws upon the rich
mythological and dramatic lore of India’s princesses:

Scheherazade, the wife of King Shahriyar, who regaled the
king with her stories for athousand and one nights, thus
preventing her execution.

Princess Malavika, who danced her way into the heart of King
Agnimitra (from the ancient Sanskrit dramatist Kalidasa®
"Malavikagnimitra").

Princess Rukmini, whose devotion to Lord Krishna overcame
the vast wealth of the vain Princess Satyabhama (a story from
the Vishnu Purana).

Princess Meenakshi, a divine goddess who descends to earth

and wins Lord Shiva®heart. This piece hasan original score
by the contemporary Indian composer Lalgudi G. Jayaraman,
depicting the various emotions of Princess Meenakshi. Nine
different ragas (melodies) bring out the princess@motions.
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The concert concludes with two audience favorites: Bay
Area poet Chitra Divakaruni®tale of a magical sprite who
immigrates from Indiato America, excerpted from her
poem "Spice Bazaar." This piece, which premiered in
1994, has been restaged by Kumar. Kumar aso restages
an acclaimed piece choreographed last year by guru Shri
C.V Chandrasekhar. The dance depicts upacharas
(offerings) symbolic of the five elements.

A traditional orchestrawill accompany the dancers. Music
composition and vocals are provided by Asha Ramesh; N.
Narayan will play the mridangam, a percussion instrument;
Shanthi Narayan will play the violin; and Raja Sivamani
will play the veena. Mythili Kumar, Vidya Ramakrishnan,
and Malavika Kumar will wield the nattuvangam (small
cymbals).

The Abhinaya dancersinclude: Mythili Kumar, Priya
Ramadoss, Ashwini Ravindran, Malavika Kumar,
Priya Krishnamoorthy, Lakshmi Srinivasan, Sonia
Bose, Madhav Vissa, Swati Buch, Vidhya Balu, Sindhu
Natar ajan, Radhika Josyula, Shilpa Chari, Ajeetha
Gnansambandhan, Ameya Ananth, Sneha Krishna,
and Fahrin Kabir.

Abhinaya stages graceful concert about Princesses —
By Falguni Bhuta, INDIA WEST 11/22/02

San Jose, Calif. — The Abhinaya Dance Company staged a
graceful performance of South Indian classical dance nov.
9, entitled “There Once Was A Princess,” at the Mexican
Heritage Theater, attended by 450 people. Mythili Kumar,
artistic director of the dance company, performed along
with 17 of her students for the concert, the central theme of
which comprised stories of India, drawn from mythology,
literature and contemporary times.

The Bharatanatayam concert started with the traditional
prayer and offerings to the presiding deity performed by
Kumar’s students.

The well-choreographed dances by Kumar with her troupe
and their brilliant costumes exuded a colorful vibrancy in
the auditorium. Kumar's story-telling prowess and the
dancers’ grace made concert interesting and lively. Her
troupe was a well-trained and talented one, as they could
easily and gracefully personify the characters they were
playing.

The inspiration for the theme came from her daughter
Maavika Kumar, who is also an integral part of her
troupe. “Malavika always wanted to play Princess
Malavika from Malavikagnimitra as they share the same
name.” Kumar said. And so she did. Malavika played the
part of Princess Malavika in the opening piece of the
concert.
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Abhinaya’s upcoming trip to India

Mythili Kumar and Abhinaya Dance Company are looking
forward to their visit to Chennai to perform for Hamsadhwani
and Bharath Kalachar on January 5™ and 10" of 2003.

Hamsadhwani NRI concert will be held on Jauary 5, 2003 at 7
p.m. in IndiraNagar, Adyar. They will be performing excerpts
from ‘Divya Nasama Anjali’, featuring items on several
deities, including Shri Lalgudi Jayaraman’s Devi Varnam
(Angaiyar Kanni). The dancers participating from Abhinaya
are: Rasika Kumar, Preeti Vissa (from the film, ‘Mitr-my
friend’, shot in California by actress Revathi), Madhav Vissa,
Sonya Bose, Priya Krishnamoorthy, and Mythili Kumar. The
vocalist is Susheela Ramaswamy, Mridangist Shri Shaktivel,
Flutist Ms. Bhagyal akshmi, and nattuvangam by Malavika and
Mythili Kumar.

Mythili Kumar and Rasika Kumar will perform Bharath
Kalachar’s Margazhi Festival on January 10, 2003 at 7 p.m. at
Shri YGP Auditorium, 17 Thirumala Pillai Road in T-Nagar.
The orchestra comprises of vocalist Susheela Ramaswamy,
Mridangist Shri Vishwanathan, Flutist Ms. Bhagyal akshmi
and nattuvangam by Shri Vijayaraghavan. Excerpts from

‘ Samsara-the web of life’, including the story of Karaikkal
Ammaiyar will be performed.

If you are visiting Chennai during thistime, please mark your
calendars and come and see the performance. Abhinaya Dance
Company appreciates your cooperation in passing the word
around to your friends and relativesin Chennai area.

News from the Abhinaya office

With the help of a recent grant from the California Arts
Council, Abhinaya has now filled the post of Administrative
DCoordinator to manage Abhinaya's increasing budget and
enrolment. Lakshmi Pange has joined full time.

Grants Awarded to Abhinaya

Abhinaya Dance Company continues to get major support
from the City of San Jose. Additional support over the years
has been from the Arts Council of Silicon Valley, California
Arts Council (CAC) and William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
Abhinaya Dance Company used to receive grant from the
Packard Foundation but this year they have decided on cutting
back on the grants given. We value the support givem by all
the patrons and if anyone is interested in donating funds
toward the enhancement of our cultural program, please
contact our office. The grants are used for the salary of the
Administrative coordinator and to sponsor the performances of
our most dedicated teachers and company members who
represent the next generation of California artists. The
company also received a venture grant from the City of San
Jose to invest our funds to achieve financial stability in future
years.
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Abhinaya Board of Directors:

Chairperson: Ragu Ananth

Treasurer: Bhaskar Vissa

Secretary: Sreekala Sripathy

Abhinaya Board of Directors:

Members. Priya Dharan, G. S. Sathya, Ramarao Y endluri,
Ranjani Chandramouli, Ann Malmuth-Onn, Kamal Nair,
Jaya Ledlie, and Sharada Moorthy-Sripada

Volunteers:

Abhinaya Dance Company strives to provide the best
cultural exposure to its audience and students. Being a
non-profit organization, we request the services of anyone
willing to volunteer especialy during upcoming
performances. If you are interested, please contact our
office at 408-983-0491
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Abhinaya Calendar of Events 2002

Date Description Venue City Attendance
January 12, 2002 Margam (Co-sponsored by Cubberly Theater Palo Alto 400
e ABNIYE
January 13, 2002 Pongal Festival Concord Temple Concord 150
January 19,2003 Arangetram- Madhav Vissa | Mexican Heritage Theater SenJose . 480 .
January 26,2002 ArudraNatyanjali Festival __ShivaVishnuTemple Livermore 325
_February 05,2002 Young Audiencesof SanJdose . LosAltes 400
February 21, 2002 Demo- World Culture Class Saratoga 15
e PEfOrmEnce
March 02, 2002 Special Concert-Divya Naama Smithwick Theater LosAltos 825
e Amal T
March 23,2002 Arangetram—NeelimaDas __ _ _San Mateo center for PA SanMateo 350
April 6,2002 " De-AnzaFamilyDay Cupettino 115
April 10, 2002 Demo-Diversity Week Palo Alto 90
e PEOIMENCe
May 10, 2002 Demo-Diversity Week San Ramon 450
e PEOIMANCe
May 11,2002 Next Generation Presentation | Mexican Heritage Center SanJose 485 ..
May 27, 2002 Valley Heritage Festival Miranon Winery San Jose 190
e PEOIMANCe
May 28, 2002 Demo- World Culture Class Santa Clara 15
e PEOIMANCe
June15,2002 SpringConcert | LouisB. Meyer Theater SentaClara 400 .
June20,2002  OpenHousePerformance . . ... Campbell 7S .
June24-27 SummerCamp ] Monte Sereno Studio MonteSereno 75 ...
August 18, 2002 Rasika Kumar Solo LouisB. Meyer Theater Santa Clara 300
e PErfOrmEANCe
Sept. 14,2002 Arangetram—Swati Buch __ California StateUniversity  Hayward 550 . .
Sept. 22,2002 Mid-Autumn Moon Festival | Evergreen Junior College Sndose 40
Sept. 28,2002 Arangetram-—VidhyaBalu _ _Cubberly Theater PaloAlto 480 ... ... ..
October 22, 2002 Young Audiences of SJLecture-  Parkview School San Jose 400

Demo
October 19, 2002 Arts Express Montgomery Theater San Jose 100
Nov.09,2002 _ _ FallConcert . . | Mexican Heritage Theater SanJose, . 480
November 16,2001 South Asian Studies | UCBerkeley . Berkeley _____PaoAlto
_December 08,2002~ Mayors Ball . | Morgan Hill Comm. Center MorganHill _ 200 ...
December 22, 2002  Aruda Natyanjali Festival Hindu Community & Culture  Livermore
Center
Ongoing Weekly classes for 124 students for 13 weeks fron September to December
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Abhinaya Calendar of Upcoming Events of 2003

Date Description Venue City

January 05, 2003 Hamsadhwani’s NRI Festival Indira Nagar Adyar, Chennai
January 10,2003 | Bharath Kalachar’sMargazhi Festival Shri YGP Auditorium-17 T-Nagar, Chennai
‘February 02,2003 . Arangetram — Saraswathi Ranganathan | Mexican Heritage Theater Sanldose
‘March 15,2003 SpringConcert ] LouisB. Meyer Theater SantaClara
‘June2003 . Arangetram —NishaPatel Cubberly Theater PdoAlto
“Ongoing weekly classes for 130 students for 13 weeks from September to December
Fall2002 ~ Upcoming Arangetrams — Sindhu Natargjan, Sheetal Shukla& RamyaBabu

2003 Outreach Calendar of Events

Date Description Venue City

February 08, 2003 East Fest 2003 Stanford Palo Alto

‘March ArtsExpress Children'sDiscovery Museum ~ SanJose
‘May 21,2003 Young Audiences of San Jose LectureDemo ~ Robert Randall School Milpitas
‘May 28,2003 Young Audiences of San Jose LectureDemo ~ Joseph Weller School Milpitas
‘June10,2003 Young Audiences of San Jose LectureDemo ~ SantaRitaSchool LosAltos
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