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2006 Highlights 
Abhinaya finished the year 2005, its twenty-fifth anniversary, 
with a dinner gathering of Abhinaya families and friends who 
came together to view recordings of many of the 2005 
performances, to honor its volunteers and donors, and to 
celebrate Abhinaya’s successes.  
 
The year 2006 began with an ambitious slate of performances. 
This included a San Francisco presentation in February, a two 
day Spring Concert in March, a special fundraiser in April, a 
presentation by visiting master artist Sri C.V. Chandrasekhar in 
May, a guest orchestra performing for student debut concerts in 
June, and a solo by Rasika Kumar in July.  

 

Bharatanatyam an Evolving Tradition 
Abhinaya brought its spirit, color, and energy to San Francisco 
with a performance entitled “Bharatanatyam – An Evolving 
Tradition”  on Saturday, February 18, 2006. The performance 
focused on the evolution of the ancient classical dance of 
Bharatanatyam, nurtured and performed in temples, to its 
current expression in the twenty-first century, and the 
progression from traditional themes to contemporary issues.  In 
past year, Abhinaya has presented some of India’s social issues 
such as domestic violence in “Jagriti: Awakening” , and has paid 
homage to India’s great leader Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
in “Gandhi - the Mahatma.”  Excerpts from these productions 
were featured along with traditional pieces.  
 
The performance was held in the Cowell Theater at Fort Mason 
Center in San Francisco and featured a special presentation by 
Abhinaya’s Artistic Director Mythili Kumar, recently called 
“one of the pioneers of teaching South Indian classical dance”  
by the San Jose Mercury News. “Abhinaya’s last full length 
performance in San Francisco was in 1999 and we were happy 
to be back and reconnecting with the North Bay,”  said Mythili 
Kumar. 
 

Among the performers featured in the concert were Rasika 
Kumar and Malavika Kumar, daughters and disciples of Mythili 
Kumar. Dance company members Preeti Vissa, Vaibhavi 
Umesh, Lakshmi Venkatesan, Anjana Dasu, Prerna Patel, Viba 
Subramaniam, Yatrika Ajaya, and Sushma Umesh also 
performed. Several in the audience of over 150 enjoyed the 
excerpts from the non-traditional themes of Gandhi and 
domestic violence that has been part of Abhinaya’s repertoire in 
recent years. 
 
Next Generation Concer t and Student Recital  
The 2006 season continued with two performances on March 18 
and 19, at the Louis B. Meyer Theater at the University of Santa 
Clara.   
 
Next Generation Concer t: This concert featured solo 
performances and choreography by the next generation of 
Bharatanatyam dancers and a special presentation by Mythili 
Kumar as well as longtime Company member Sharada 
Sripadam.   
 
“We started the ‘Next Generation’  concert series in 2002 as a 
career development program that showcases the Bay Area’s 
emerging Indian-American dancers and choreographers,”  said 
Mythili Kumar.  “Coupling this performance with our 
exceedingly popular student recital gives dance lovers the 
chance to see the emerging stars of all ages learning this art 
form.”    
 
The concert featured Rasika Kumar with her sparkling 
choreography of striking poses of Lord Shiva in the dramatic 
piece ‘Bho Shambho’ , and continuing with Kalidasa’s ancient 
Sanskrit story of Shakuntala and Dushyanth.  Preeti Vissa 
presented an impressive solo on the mystical cowherd Krishna. 
Preeti recently graduated from UCLA, where she has performed 
Bharatanatyam on several occasions.  She has been dancing 
with the Company since her return to the Bay Area. Malavika 
Kumar showcased her group choreography in a presentation on 
the epic Ramayana by Abhinaya dancers (Anu Ranganathan, 
Vaibhavi Umesh, Anjana Dasu, Hina Sheth, and Seema Desai).  
The concert also featured a traditional dance piece by Sharada 
Sripadam, choreographed by her guru Shri Adyar Lakshman, 
and a powerful solo piece on the story of Savitri and her 
confrontation with Yama, the god of Death performed by 
Mythili Kumar. It concluded with a vivacious Thillana, 
choreographed by Rasika Kumar and performed by her, 
Malavika Kumar, Sharada Sripadam, Preeti Vissa, Vaibhavi 
Umesh, and Anjana Dasu.  
 



   

 

 

The performance was enhanced by the superb orchestra 
consisting of musicians Asha Ramesh (vocals), N. Narayan 
(Mridangam & Kanjira) Shanthi Narayan (violin), Raja 
Sivamani (veena), Mythili Kumar and Malavika Kumar 
(Nattuvangam). 
 
Student Recital: The performance on Sunday, March 19 
featured Abhinaya students in a thematic show ‘Multi-
splendored Ramayana’ . More than 65 dancers, from 7 to 18 
years old, performed several pieces extolling the noble prince 
Rama.  Through various poetic compositions, they depicted key 
episodes from the ancient epic Ramayana. In the second half of 
the recital, Sita Swayamvara (the marriage of Sita) was 
presented. Here, the kolattam (stick) dance by eight girls with 
little Sita was greatly appreciated by the audience of 500 that 
attended the sold-out show. 
 
A music and dance offer ing for  disaster  relief   
This concert was performed on Saturday, April 8, 2006 at the 
Mission City Center for the Performing Arts. Excerpts from the 
Feb 18th performance of “Bharatanatyam – An Evolving 
Tradition.”  were presented to the audience of the South Bay.  
This special concert featured solos by Mythili Kumar and 
Rasika Kumar and group presentations by Abhinaya dancers 
Malavika Kumar, Vaibhavi Umesh, Anjana Dasu, Anjali 
Thakkar, Viba Subramaniam, Yatrika Ajaya, and Sushma 
Umesh 
 
The second half of the program featured a Carnatic Vocal 
Recital by Rajeswari Satish, Mythili Kumar’s sister-in-law from 
London. Rajeswari was supported  by  Anuradha Sridhar on the 
violin and Sriram Brahmanandam on the mridangam.  The net 
proceeds went to the Tsunami and Katrina Disaster relief efforts 
of Mata Amritanandamayi through Amma’s M. A. Center.  
 
Demo by Shr i.C.V. Chandrasekhar  On May 7th 

Abhinaya was awarded a grant from the National Endowment 
for the Arts to work with renowned dancer and guru Sri C.V. 

Chandrasekhar who led 
workshops in the spring of 
2006. Shri Chandrasekhar has 
won several awards as a dancer, 
singer, and choreographer, and 
has also composed music for his 
own thematic presentations. A 
much revered dance teacher in 
his seventies, his presentation of 
Bharatanatyam technique at its 
finest for over six decades 
continues to be an inspiration 
for all dancers. A special dance 

demonstration was presented by Shri Chandrasekhar on Sunday, 
May 7, 2006 at the Chinese Center for Performing Arts in San 
Jose. This program was arranged specially for Abhinaya 
students, family & friends.  
 
Summer Concer t : Rasika Kumar Solo  
On Saturday, July 1, Rasika Kumar presented her solo 
performance “Saatvika – the Emotions Within”  at Hoover 
Theater in San Jose. The emotion of Sringara (love) in manifest 

forms was communicated by Rasika through the elaborate 
choreography of a composition of 19th century composer 
Maharaja Swati Tirunal. As Saatvika also evokes serenity and 
tranquillity, Rasika presented pieces dealing with the Buddha 
and Sri Aurobindo©s classic poem on the ©Bliss of Brahman©. The 
performance featured a visiting orchestra from India: Sri. 
E.P.Sudev Warrier (vocals), Sri.A.P. Krishnaprasad (flute), and 
Sri. K.S. Sudhaman (mridangam) along with Malavika Kumar 
(nattuvangam).  
 
Comments both from other dancers and the general public alike 
were glowing. Susie Cashion of Stanford University’s Dept of 
Dance said, “Rasika is AMAZING. Never have I felt the power 
of the emotional, inner to outer, aspect as she was able to 
communicate” . Vidya Ramakrishnan, a Bharatanatyam dancer 
who attended had this to say, “ It is such a pleasure to see Rasika 
blossom into such a wonderful dancer of such high caliber. All 
the hard work, her commitment, determination and involvement 
were obvious and very inspiring” . Ragavan Manian, a noted 
musician of the Bay Area praised “Rasika & co©s hardwork and 
interpretative skill”  and “Malavika’s control of layam and 

nattuvangam; I felt 
very proud that she 
could match the 
mridangist jathi for 
jathi!”  Finally, R. 
Radhakrishnan, a 
Bay Area poet 
lauded the sisters 
thus, “Rasika has 
marvelled in 

abhinayam; 
shringaram, as we 
all know is the most 
difficult (emotion), 
was expressed by 
Rasika with great 
ease and Malavika©s 

strong cholkattu added a great deal to the performance.  Her 
(Rasika’s) Tillana choreography was unique and was executed 
very well”  
 
Since her graduation from MIT and subsequent return to the 
Bay Area, Rasika has been a featured soloist in many of 
Abhinaya©s recent productions. Rasika currently works as a 
software engineer at Google, Inc while actively pursuing the 
dance form and developing as a solo artist and choreographer. 
  
2006 Abhinaya Arangetrams …so far  
Sameera Mokkarala presented her arangetram on April 22nd 
at EVHS Auditorium. Guru Sri. C.V Chandrasekhar was the 
special guest of honor.  
Pavithra Mukundan presented her arangetram to a packed 
audience on June 17th at Mexican Heritage Theater, San Jose. 
Musicians from India Sri. E. P. Sudev Warrier (Vocals), Sri. A. 
P. Krishnaprasad (Flute), and Sri. K.S. Sudhaman (Mridangam) 
accompanied Pavithra in her solo debut.  
Ankita Desai presented her arangetram on June 25th at CET 
Theater in San jose.  The same musicians from India (see above) 
accompanied Ankita in her solo debut.  



   

 

Twisha Buch presented her arangetram on July 22nd at Ohlone 
College Theater. She was accompanied by Roopa Mahadevan 
(Vocals), N.Narayan (Mridangam) and Shanthi Narayan 
(Violin). 
Mythili Sivaswaroopan presented her Arangetram on July 29 
at Canada College, Redwood City, accompanied by the same 
orchestra as Twisha Buch. 
Sinthuja Nagalingam presented her Arangetram on August 5 at 
the EVHS Auditorium, San Jose; accompanied by Jayanthi 
Umesh (vocals), N.Narayan (Mridangam) and Shanthi Narayan 
(Violin). 
Anjali Thakkar  presented her Arangetram on August 12 at 
EVHS Auditorium, San Jose, accompanied by Asha Ramesh 
(vocals), N.Narayan (Mridangam) and Shanthi Narayan 
(Violin). 
 
Upcoming Events:  Please save these dates:  
September  16 – Fundraiser  concer t for Swami Nityananda’s 
spiritual group – Performance by Mythili Kumar, Rasika 
Kumar, Malavika Kumar and Abhinaya Dancers at Theatre on 
San Pedro Square, 29 North San Pedro Street, San Jose. 
Fall Concer t – Mexican Her itage Theater  – November  18 –  
The Fall Collaborative concert is titled “Kalidasa’s 
Ritusamharam”. Abhinaya has received an NEA grant to work 
with master guru Sri C.V. Chandrasekhar. Several of our 
company dancers have been trained for this upcoming concert 
by Sri. Chandrasekhar during his visit in April and May of 2006.  
 
Student News 
Alumnae babies in 2006: 
A long time company dancer and teacher, Sudharani 
Narasimhan Naik gave birth to a boy in June 2006 in Southern 
California. 
Alumnae weddings in 2006: 
Priya Morparia who did her arangetram in 1996, and performed 
with the company was married to Amar on July 2, 2006. 
Although her work commitments did not allow her to perform, 
Priya came backstage and assisted us in the alumnae concert in 
July 2005. 
 
Board Members 
Chairperson: Raju Ananth  
Treasurer : Bhaskar Vissa 
Secretary: Jaya Leslie 
Members:  Priya Dharan, Ann Malmuth-Onn, Kamal 

Nair, G.S.Satya,  
Administrative  
Coordinator :  Lakshmi Parige  
 
Board Members Sharada Sripadam and Ramarao Yendluri 
resigned from the board in 2006. Abhinaya extends its gratitude 
to both of them for their long years of service to the arts at 
Abhinaya, and their valuable support during their term in the 
board. 
 
Grants Information 
In January 2006, Abhinaya received a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts for its 2007 fall collaborative concert. 
Abhinaya has received congratulatory messages from state 
senators for having been awarded this prestigious grant.  

In 2006, Abhinaya continued to receive annual grants from the 
City of San Jose, Arts Council Silicon Valley, Community 
Foundation Silicon Valley, William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation and from the California Arts Council as an 
exemplary arts organization. 
 
Statewide 2006 Folk Dance Festival. 
On Sat, 20 May 2006, Abhinaya student dancers Rekha 
Nagarajan, Sushmita Bhat, Sheantala Abello, Guinivere Abello, 
Sharanya Sriram, and Sameera Samant presented the stick dance 
(kolattam) at this festival that showcased folk dances from 
around the world. Judy Yamahiro the organizer remarked, 
“Thanks for a great performance. I know the audience truly 
enjoyed your fine performance today.  I received many 
compliments on the beauty of your dancing. I can©t thank you 
enough for joining us today.  Best wishes in your future 
endeavors!”  
 

Rekha 
Nagarajan’s 
mother, Ayano 
Nagaoka who is 
an enthusiastic 
volunteer for 
Abhinaya’s 
productions 
remarked on the 
girls’  
participation in 

this festival. She said, “My husband happened to talk to some 
audiences who traveled across the state to follow this program 
every year since the Statewide Folk Dance Festival always has 
high quality programs & they enjoy it so much every year. 
There were Serbian, Romanian, Persian, Turkey, Mexican, 
Swing and Chinese dances in addition to Bharatanatyam for the 
concert. The quality of the dances was great & their costumes 
were much elaborated as well. The theater was well occupied 
(70-80%). The program was a 3-day event including various 
lectures, demonstrations & concert. It was a great honor for our 
girls to be a part of such an excellent program. It was a big 
surprise to see Rekha on the cover of the program…...”  
  
Performances in India by Sharada Sr ipadam 
A long time performing member with the Abhinaya Dance 
Company of San Jose, Sharada Sr ipadam has several 
performances this summer in Chennai. Sharada is a disciple of 
Guru Padmashri Adayar K. Lakshmanan and Guru 
Padmabhushan Smt. Kalanidhi Narayanan. She performed in 
India prior to moving to the USA to pursue her professional 
interests and dance.  
 
‘After many years outside India, I have this opportunity to 
perform in Chennai once again. I hope to enjoy dancing to a 
Chennai audience’ , says Sharada. Her schedule includes 
performances in July at Varasidhi Vinayagar Temple in Besant 
Nagar, Hamsadhwani Youth Hostel Lawns in Indiranagar, and 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan in Mylapore. 



   
2006 Student Par ticipation 

 
Date Event Venue Dancers 

January 13 
Martin Luther King Day - 
Artist show case 

San Jose Repertory Theater 
Malavika Kumar, Anjana Dasu, Sameera Mokkarala 

January 14 
Performance for Applied 
Materials 

Rotery Summit Center 
Rasika Kumar, Sushma Umesh, Vaibhavi Umesh 

January 14 
 
Pongal Festival 

 
Murugan Temple, Concord 

Seema Desai, Mythili Sivaswaroopan, Twisha Buch, 
Megha Koduri, Twisha Buch, Pari Patel, Palna Patel, 
Nikita Patel, Mythili Sivaswaroopan, 

January 21 

 
Social Gathering  

 
Grand Indian Buffet, Santa Clara  

Anjali Thakkar, Sindhura Ravichandran, Kaushika 
Vayyala, Pia Mishra, Kavita Varadarajan, Megha 
Ranganathan, Gayathri Venkatesan, Sumita Bhat, 
Rekha Nagarajan 

January 28 
Arudra Natyanjali Shiva Vishnu Temple, 

Livermore 
Viba Subramaniam, Anjali Thakkar, Sinthuja 
Nagalingam, Pavithra Mukundan, Neeraja Venkat 

February 03 
Young Audiences –  
Lecture - Demo 

Santa Rita School, Los Altos 
Mythili Kumar, Rasika Kumar, and Yatrika Ajaya 

March 28 
Arts Express Children’s Discovery Museum, 

San Jose 
Mythili Kumar and Yatrika Ajaya,   

March 18, 
19  

Next Generation and  
Spring Recital  

Louis B Meyer Theater,  
Santa Clara 

All students 

April 22  Arangetram  EVHS Auditorium, San Jose Sameera Mokkarala 

April 23 
Dance-in Downtown –  
National Dance Week 

 
Down Town Venues – San Jose  

Pavithra Mukundan, Pooja Sohoni, Sheantala Abello, 
Guinivere Abello, Vrushali Samant, Sharanya 
Sriram, Sushmita Bhat, Rekha Nagarajan, 

April 28 
Open House – 
Dancing Technique – 
National Dance Week  

 
Studio 10, San Jose 

Preeti Vissa, Sushma Umesh, Yatrika Ajaya, Anjana 
Dasu 

April 30 
Mountain View Dance 
Festival  

Performing Arts, Mountain 
View 

Rekha Nagarajan, Sushmita Bhat 

May 18 
Young Audiences – 
Lecture - Demo 

 
Noble School, San Jose 

Mythili Kumar and Yatrika Ajaya 

May 20 
Statewide Folk Dance 
Festival West Valley 
College 

 
West Valley College, Saratoga 

Sheantala Abello, Guinivere Abello, Sharanya 
Sriram, Sushmita Bhat, Rekha Nagarajan, Sameera 
Samant 

May 20 
Asian American Heritage 
Festival 

 
Great America Park, Santa Clara  

Anjana Dasu, Sushma Umesh, Yatrika Ajaya, 
Viabhavi Umesh, Lakshmi Venkatesan, Sameera 
Mokkarala 

May 25 
YoungAudiences – 
Lecture Demo 

 
Gilder School, San Jose  

Mythili Kumar and Yatrika Ajaya 

June 3 IIT Kharagpur Meet  
 
CPA, Mountain View  

Pia Mishra 

June 12 Presentation at ICC 
India Community Center, 
Milpitas 

Mythili Kumar 

June 17 Arangetram  
Mexican Heritage Theater, 
San Jose  

Pavithra Mukundan 

June 25 Arangetram   CET Hall, San Jose  Ankita Desai 

July 22  Arangetram  Ohlone College, Fremont Twisha Buch  
July 29  Arangetram  Canada College, Redwood City  Mythili Sivaswaroopan 
August 05 Arangetram  EVHS Auditorium, San Jose  Sinthuja Nagalingam  
August 12  Arangetram  EVHS Auditorium, San Jose Anjali Thakkar 
September 2 Arangetram  Heritage Theater, Campbell  Viba Subramaniam  
October 15  Arangetram  CET Hall, San Jose Sushma Umesh 

  
 

** * ** * ** * **  


