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Prithvi: The Earth – November 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abhinaya premiered Prithvi: The Earth on November 17 and 
18, 2007, at the Mexican Heritage Theater in San Jose as part of 
its annual Fall Concert series. The production featured 
choreography by Artistic Director Mythili Kumar as well as 
Rasika Kumar and used this ancient art form to shed light on the 
current and relevant environmental challenges. Mythological 
legends on the importance of honoring, respecting and 
protecting the earth were portrayed. Contemporary reflections 
on the earth and the environment were portrayed by dramatizing 
inspirational stories of environmental activists from India and 
Africa who have been recognized for their work by winning the 
Goldman award ('Green Nobel'). The concept for Prithvi was 
suggested by JUBV Prasad and featured lyrics by Abhinaya 
parent Ravi Ranganathan. 
 
The featured dancers were Artistic Director and choreographer 
Mythili Kumar, principal dancer and choreographer Rasika 
Kumar, accompanied by Anjana Dasu, Sushma Umesh, Yatrika 
Ajaya, Lakshmi Venkatesan, Neeraja Venkat and  Pamela 
Bandopadhyay.  Original music for the show was composed by 
award-winning Bay Area musician Asha Ramesh who also 
provided the vocals for this concert series.  The orchestra also 
included Malavika Kumar (Nattuvangam), N. Narayan 
(Mridangam & Kanjira), Shanthi Narayan (violin), Ragavan 
Manian (flute), Ravi Gutala (tabla, & Dholak), and A. 
Mahadevan (Morsing). The show was performed to sell-out 
crowds on both days, thanks to the efforts of the ticket 
committee under the enthusiastic and tireless leadership of 
J.U.BV. Prasad. 
 

The Art of Play - November 2007 
The American Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA) National 
Conference for music educators was held at San Jose Civic 
Auditorium to a packed audience of over 2000. Music educators 
from all over the world attended the conference. Eight girls from 
Abhinaya participated in the opening session of the conference. 

 
Congratulations to Maya Sripadam, Maya Nanda Kumar, Rekha 
Nagarajan, Lipika Sadaram, Sharanya Sriram, Prachi Dholakia, 
Samira Samant & Vrushali Samant.  
Feedback on the performance 
 “Our dream for the opening session had always been to show 
off the cultural richness of the San Jose area to guest music 
educators from all over the country, and the performance by the 
Abhinaya dancers helped to make this dream come true. The 
dancers were joyful, technically skilled, professional in 
rehearsal, and splendid to watch in performance. The 
choreography fit our theme of “Play” perfectly, with its 
delightful sequences of ball passing and the rhythmic work with 
the sticks. We know that many of our national and international 
members had never seen bharatanatyam before, and will go 
back to their communities with a new appreciation and 
awareness of this wonderful art form.” - From event 
organizers. 
 
“ Thank you for giving us the opportunity to participate in the 
AOSA show yesterday.  This was such a wonderful experience 
for us (moms included).  The whole show was fabulous and the 
people and the organizers were just so wonderful.  The energy 
in the auditorium was so positive and so many people came up 
to us and took pictures of the children.  It was the whole 
atmosphere that made such a big difference, and I think that it 



showed in their dance, they were so good on the stage and 
performed very well. These are wonderful memories for the 
children!” - From Abhinaya parent. 
 
Other Events 
Vijayadasami Celebrations at Miller Middle School in San 
Jose, October 20, 2007 
Abhinaya staff and students celebrated Vijayadasami by 
honoring their teachers and learning a new hymn.  
 
Navarathri Festival at Sanatana Dharma Kendra in 
Sunnyvale, October 14, 2007 
Several students who are planning their arangetrams in 2008 
were given the opportunity of performing at this festival. The 
participants were Megha Ranganathan, Megha Koduri, Lalitha 
Kristipathi, Pia Mishra, Nidhi Gandhi, Koushika Vayyala, 
Kavitha Varadarajan, Priya Patel, Divya Patel, and Puja 
Agrawal 
 
Navarathri Celebrations at Hindu Temple in Sunnyvale, 
October 17, 2007  
Several students enthusiastically participated in this 
performance.  They were Gayathri Venkatesan, Chinmayi 
Aryasomayijulu, Sindhu Ravichandran, Suchita Nety, Eesha 
Khare, Amritha Mohan, Archana Bettadapur, Tara Rangan, 
Gayatri Divekar, Preeya Mehta, Savitri Koka, Pooja Pandey, 
Sheantala Abello, Guinevere Abello, Rekha Nagarajan, Susmita 
Bhat, Sharanya Sriram, Sowmya Khare, Vrushaali Samant, 
Sameera Samant, Maya Sripadam, Kavita Ramnath, Maya 
Nanda Kumar, Lipika Sadaram, Prachi Dholakia, Sitara Sriram, 
Shriti Thatikunta, and Astha Tripathi,  
 

 
 
Remembering Asako  
Asako Takami, a well known Odissi dancer passed away on the 
3rd of November, 2008 after a protracted battle with ovarian 
cancer. On behalf of Asako, her family, and her support group, I 
would like to express our sincere appreciation to Abhinaya 
Dance Company. Asako has received so much love, prayer, and 
financial support from the Abhinaya community at occasions 
like Sushma Umesh’s Arangetram, and Vijaya Dasami. Anjali 
Thakkar organized bake sales at her school with her mother. 
Special gratitude for Smt. Mythili Kumar who besides 
supporting Asako financially, visited Asako, and helped with a 
benefit show in October 2007 to raise funds to aid Asako’s 
medical needs. Mythili performed at this show along with 
Rasika Kumar and other well known Bharatanatyam, Odissi, 
and Kathak dancers in the Bay Area. By Ayano Nagaoka 
 

Abhinaya Youth Council (AYC) 

 
“On October 6, 2007, four Abhinaya students met with Sharada 
Bose. At that very first meeting Sharada Bose assigned us the 
difficult task of getting sponsors to raise funds for our Fall 
show, Prithvi. This was the start of the Abhinaya Youth Council 
(AYC). This group of hardworking, determined dancers consists 
of Hema Koppale (President), Gayatri Divekar  (Secretary), 
Nidhi Gandhi (member) and Pooja Pandey (Middle School 
Ambassador) and their amazing coach Sharada Bose. This group 
has already helped with the Prithvi show by securing the 
participation of Acterra, a global environmental group, by 
having a booth at our show. The group also helped bring in 
some sponsorship money for the show. Looking ahead AYC 
plans to gradually take over the production of our newsletter, 
come up with creative ideas to raise funds and help with 
upcoming shows. Altogether they hope to help Abhinaya Dance 
Company in any way possible. “ Pooja Pandey on behalf of 
AYC. 
 
Alumnae News 
Devika Ajaya, a past student and teacher at Abhinaya was 
blessed with a baby boy who was born on January 2008 in 
Penang, Malaysia. Congratulations to Devika, her husband 
Sivaram Easwaran, and the Ajaya family. Devika has been 
conducting classes for several young girls in Penang and has 
enthusiastically formulated a syllabus, including handouts, and 
tests, which have been very well received by her students and 
their families. Our best wishes for both her dance career and her   
new responsibility.  

 



Long time company member Ami Buch (married to Amit 
Majmudar) played key roles in the 1998 Mayiladum Alagan, 
which is our current spring concert theme. She gave birth to 
twins Shiv and Savya in Cleveland, Ohio. Ami continues to 
dance in Cleveland with well-known dancer Sujatha Srinivasan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2007-08 music and dance festival in Chennai 

 
 
Abhinaya company member Neeraja Venkat performed a solo 
bharatanatyam recital on January 4, 2008 at Vani Mahal, 
Chennai under the auspices of Sri Thyaga Brahma Gaana Sabha. 
The support was provided by Chennai based orchestra team 
consisting of Sri KS Balakrishnan (nattuvangam), Sri Sudev 
Warriar (vocal), Sri KS Sudhaman (mridangam) and Sri Vinod 
(violin). This two-hour concert was attended by 150+ people 
including many members of the Sabha. Mr Srinivasan, treasurer 
of the Thyaga Brahma Gaana Sabha commented that Neeraja’s 
performance was quite enchanting. Mr Sundararaman, who was 
the chief guest for the program commented as follows during his 
speech: “I came here thinking this is one more non-resident 
Indian girl and so I was not sure what level of performance one 
could expect. But to tell you the fact, I was amazed! Neeraja’s 
expressions, her alacrity, footwork and balancing were all 
astounding! And to achieve this level of performance with just 
2-3 rehearsals with the local orchestra is really amazing.. I think 
she needs to seriously think about making dance her career 
choice. I wish her all the very best” 
 

Spring Concert & Student Recital – Mar 30, 2008  
Mark your calendars for our annual spring concert, which will 
be held at the Mexican Heritage Theater at San Jose. The show, 
Mayiladum Alagan, will feature stories of the six shrines of 
Lord Kartikeya, the handsome Lord on the peacock. Abhinaya 

originally premiered this show in 1998. This repeat concert 
features company dancers enacting key episodes followed by 
student dancers presenting favorite songs on the handsome 
Lord. The show will include performances by Abhinaya’s 
principal dancer Rasika Kumar, and company dancers Madhav 
Vissa, Anjana Dasu, Anjali Thakkar, Sushma Umesh, Pooja 
Sohoni, Srividya Dev, and others. 
 
Choreography showcase 
Rasika Kumar auditioned and was selected for the 
ChoreoProject showcase produced by sjDANCEco & San Jose 
State University's School of Music & Dance on February 22 & 
23 at the Dance Theatre at SJSU, Spartan Complex SPX 219. 
Rasika will present her invocatory piece from Saatvikam 
Shivam, premiered in summer 2006. This is a low-tech dance 
series for all dance disciplines (modern, ballet, hip hop, jazz, 
ethnic dance, etc.) designed to provide emerging and developing 
professional choreographers a cost free opportunity to present 
their work.  
  
San Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival for four weekends in 
June at the Palace of Fine Arts, San Francisco. 
Abhinaya Dance Company was publicly recognized by the San 
Francisco Foundation in 2007 and awarded one of three 
Choreographer Commissions Awards of  $5000 to present a new 
piece at the 2008 Ethnic Dance Festival. Please plan on 
attending the company’s presentation and cheer the dancers. 
 

Abhinaya Board Members 
Chairperson:  Raju Ananth, Treasurer: Bhaskar Vissa 
Secretary: Sharada Bose, Members:  Priya Dharan, Ann 
Malmuth-Onn, Kamal Nair, G.S.Satya, Bipin Thakkar, Meera 
Chari  
New member: Ram Varadarajan has graciously accepted our 
invitation to serve on the board beginning in 2008. 
 

Grants/Funds Update 
Abhinaya is pleased to have received grants from the Arts 
Council of Silicon Valley, The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, City of San Jose and NEA (National 
Endowments for the Arts) for our continued efforts in 2008. 
Abhinaya also received a top-of-the-line HP Notebook as a gift 
through Hewlett-Packard’s Gifts-in-Kind program and 
generous donations from a few Abhinaya HP parents - Sharada 
Bose, Gomathi Subramaniam, Indira Patil. 
 

Donations to Abhinaya are tax-deductible 
Abhinaya deeply appreciates the generosity of several donors to 
the organization in 2007. We urge Abhinaya supporters to also 
take advantage of grant-matching programs at their companies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Abhinaya  
Abhinaya Dance Company again invites you to become part of 
our ticket subscription group called  ‘Friends of Abhinaya’ to 
support sustained attendance at all Abhinaya's concerts. 

Donors of $1000 or more to Abhinaya 
will receive two free tickets to the 2008 

Ethnic Dance Festival in San Francisco. 



Excerpts from review in the SJ Mercury News, Nov 18, 2007 
‘Abhinaya Dance Company of San Jose is a Bay Area 
treasure’ by Rita Felciano  
The ensemble deserves to be much better known outside the 
Southeast Asian Indian community that has supported it for 
many years and regularly packs its performances. 
 
Make no mistake, many Hindus - or secular Indians - are not 
much more familiar with that mythology than Westerners are 
with the Greek gods and their various consorts. So Mythili 
Kumar, Abhinaya's founder and artistic director, helps 
audiences find their way into this complex heritage with verbal 
introductions, program notes and, these days, supertitles. 
 
Judging from some of the restlessness that crept into Saturday's 
night audience, these aspects, the supertitles in particular, could 
be improved without necessarily taking attention away from the 
dancing. 
 
"Prithvi's" six-episodes, with choreography by Kumar and her 
daughter Rasika, explored some of the goddess' manifestations: 
the earth in its richness and beauty and as threatened and 
mistreated, but also as symbol of the human longing for the 
divine. The excellent music was composed and … conducted by 
Asha Ramesh. 
 
Saturday's night's premiere, the wonderful Prithvi: The Earth, 
recounted adventures of one of the goddesses from the vast 
Hindu mythology.  There may be more spectacular exponents of 
Bharatanatyam, a style of dancing in which the body's geometry 
is leavened with infinite and lacy details, than some of the seven 
dancers, but they are excellently trained, performed musically 
and with admirable clarity.  Rasika Kumar's mesmerizing stage 
presence certainly marks her as among the best of this second 
generation of Indian dancers. One of the evening's real pleasures 
was the ease with which it drew you into the Hindu world. 
Knowing the "mudras" (gestural vocabulary) may help 
following the stories - always punctuated by episodes of pure 
ecstatic dancing - but it isn't necessary. You couldn't mistake a 
diving fish or a leaping deer or, for that matter, a coy maiden (an 
exquisite Anjana Dasu) or a grieving mother (Kumar) for 
anything than what they were. 
 
If this program did nothing else, it made you question Western 
dance's rejection of mime and gestural language as 
"distractions" from dance as movement. The way these women 
used their eyes and their hands enriched every aspects of their 
dancing. None did it more convincingly than Rasika Kumar 
whose demanding "Sita's Travails" was a splendidly realized 
"monologue" in which she interpreted every character - male, 
female, meek, powerful, young, old - even a horse. 
 
The ensemble piece, "The Incarnations of Bhu Devi," offered 
two delightful episodes about the goddess's desire to unite with 
Lord Vishnu. In the first she is simply apotheosized; in the 
second a fortune teller (Pamela Bandopadhyay) helped along 
because, after all, a princess is not supposed to marry a hunter - 
Vishnu in disguise. 
 
The richest section of Mythili Kumar's contemporary-style "The 
Earth Environment" was her portrait of a tree - an image of the 
earth's generosity.  
 

Excerpts from review in the India-West, Nov 30, 2007 
‘Abhinaya pays tribute to environmental activists’ by Nandita 
Verma 
Nimbly the feet move onto the stage, tiny bells wrapped around 
them beating to the rhythm of the dancer’s movements, as she 
slowly unfolds the story of a mother, and captures in an almost 
intimate embrace the eyes of her curious audience.  
 
The nearly surreal moment was the Abhinaya Dance Company’s 
tales of gods and goddesses, of a dying tree, a queen wronged, 
and of the ancient Vedas in the group’s fall concert… 
Rasika’s undeniable stage presence and exotic charm easily set 
her a notch above. The MIT graduate, who makes a living as an 
engineer at Google, excelled in her monologue of Sita’s 
banishment and her subsequent exile. As a wronged wife, a 
mother, a child, even a horse, Rasika was in every character, 
every mood. 
  
Mythili’s performance as a tree being razed down was interlaced 
with subtitles honoring Goldman Environmental prizewinners 
like Zambia’s anti-poaching crusader Hammerskjoeld 
Simwinga, and India’s own Rashida Bi and Champa Devi, 
survivors of the deadly Bhopal gas leak who have since turned 
champions of environmental safety.  
 
Excerpts from Audience Comments: 
“I cannot tell you how impressed I was with the production.  I  
was very moved by the concert as a whole. The company is 
strong, consistent and each dancer is confident. Rasika is truly a 
presence on stage and seeing the work move to your children so 
capably, (including your  other daughter), is very moving 
indeed.  Your ending solo, Mythili brought tears to my eyes, as I 
told Lakshmi  on my way out of the theater.  I was reflecting on 
the beauty of the dance and how truly versatile this vocabulary 
is to embrace so many significant concepts.” 
 
“We enjoyed the "Prithvi" on Saturday!  Fantastic show, great 
concept, very good dancing and a wonderful orchestra!  You 
couldn't ask for a better evening!” 
 
“We are so glad to hear that several seniors were benefited from 
watching such an incredible performance by all youngsters, 
especially by Rasika Kumar whose expressions and movement 
was simply superb and it was hard to say she is one of those 
who was born and brought up here in the US. Thank you 
Mythili for your untiring contributions to this art and to create 
the next generation of artists so that our ancient history and 
culture is transferring smoothly to the next generation. You are 
an inspiration to all of us!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abhinaya thanks the sponsors of this show! 
- Jagadeesh Family Foundation  
- Priya and Murali Dharan 
- Shubha and K. Somasundaram 

Sharanalayam : a home for the 
Children of God  

- Sarosh Kumana 
 Foundation for a Sustainable Future  



2008 Calendar of Events – Student and Company participation 
 
January 1 Pongal Festival  Shiva Murugan Temple, 

Concord  
Piya Mishra, Kaushika Vayyala, Nidhi 
Gandhi, Divya Patel, Priya Patel, Megha 
Ranganathan, Maya Sripadam, Lipika 
Sadaram, Shruti Thatikunta, Sitara Sriram, 
Rekha Nagarajan, Susmitha Bhat, Sameera 
Samant, Vrushaali Samant, Devaki Belwalkar 

January 4 Chennai dance season Vani Mahal, T.Nagar, Chennai, 
India 

Neeraja Venkat  
 

February 22 & 
23 

SJ Dance Co Choreo 
Project 

Dance Theater at SJSU, San 
Jose 

Rasika Kumar  
 

February 23 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut   

CET Theater , San Jose   Megha Ranganathan  

March 2 Maha Shivarathri  
Dance Festival 

Sanata Dharma Kendra, 
Sunnyvale 

Rasika Kumar  

March 5  Maha Sivarathri  TBA Rasika Kumar 
March 11 Arts Express Children's Discovery Museum, 

San Jose 
Abhinaya Dance Company  

March 30 Spring & Student 
Concert  
Mayiladum Alagan 

Mexican Heritage Theater, 
San Jose 

Rasika Kumar, Madhav Vissa, Anjana Dasu, 
Sushma Umesh, Pooja Sohoni, Srividya Dev, 
and others   

April National Dance Week  Downtown - San Jose  

April 25 Open House-Dance 
Technique 

Saratoga School of Dance, 
Saratoga 

Mythili Kumar 

June 7, 8 Ethnic Dance Festival  Palace of Fine Arts – San 
Francisco 

Abhinaya Dance Company 

June 14 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut   

Santa Clara Convention Center 
for Performing Arts 

Megha Koduri 

June 28 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut   

McAfee Center- Saratoga HS Nidhi Gandhi 

July 26 
 
 

Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut   

McAfee Center- Saratoga HS Lalitha Kristipati 

August 2  Arangetram- Dance 
Debut   

CET Theater – San Jose  Priya & Divya Patel 

August 9 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut  

Mexican Heritage Theater, 
San Jose 

Kavita Varadarajan 

August 16 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut 

CET Theater, San Jose Kaushika Vayyala  

September 6 Arangetram-Solo 
Dance Debut 

Mexican Heritage Theater, 
San Jose 

Pia Mishra 

September 14 Fund Raiser – Shiva 
Murugan Temple, 
Concord  

Cubberly Theater, Palo Alto Rasika Kumar 

October 11 Vijaya Dasami  
Celebrations  

TBA All students 

October 3-11  Navarathri festivals Sunnyvale  TBA 
November 8 Fall Concert  

Rivers-a mystical 
journey 

Montgomery Theater, San Jose Abhinaya Dance Company 

 


