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Upcoming Performances –  

Mark your calendars! 
 

Abhinaya tours the East Coast in April  
 

Boston, Friday April 24 - Rasika Kumar will give a 

performance, Dharma Yuddh, which incorporates stories 

from the great war of Mahabharata. Meru Foundation, a 
local organization, will be sponsoring the event, and the 

event will take place at National Heritage Museum in 

Lexington. Yatrika Ajaya and Anjali Thakkar will also 

perform. 
 

New York, Saturday, April 25 
Mythili Kumar, Rasika Kumar, Yatrika Ajaya and 

Madhav Vissa will be performing for the Domestic 

Harmony Foundation, which provides help for the 
victims of domestic violence among the South Asians. 
 

Bridgewater, New Jersey, Sunday, April 26 

Rasika Kumar will be performing Dharma Yuddh at the 

Hindu Temple of Bridgewater.  
 

Kalalaya’s 20
th

 anniversary  

CET, San Jose  – Sunday, May 3, 2009  
Kalalaya headed by Kala Iyer sponsors Bay Area 

performances by visiting artists from India and is 
celebrating its 20

th
 anniversary with a day long festival - 

Mythili Kumar, Rasika Kumar and Abhinaya dancers will 

give a full-length performance with live music. 
 

Memorial Day Highlight 

Abhinaya Celebrates its 100
th

 Arangetram! 
On Saturday, May 23, 2009, Abhinaya will be hosting its 
100

th
 arangetram by Gayatri Venkatesan at the CET 

auditoruim in San Jose. Looking back, Abhinaya Dance 

company was founded in 1980 by Artistic Director 
Mythili Kumar. In 1983 Abhinaya hosted its first 

arangetram. In 2000 we celebrated our twentieth 

anniversary with a two-day festival of music and dance 
with guest artists – Natya Mahotsava. The company 

celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in 2005 with 

several special performances throughout the year  

including an alumni performance. Now as we near our 30
th
 

anniversary in 2010, we are proud to celebrate our 100
th
 

arangetram! Gayatri Venkatesan who has been a student 

for the past ten years and participated in numerous 

community events and productions, is proud to be part of 

this accomplishment. 
 

Spring Recital - Sunday, May 24
th

 

The spring recital this year will be performed by most 

students from advanced beginner to adult; and will 

also feature choreography by next generation 

company dancers.  
 

Fall Concert - November 2009 

Nritya Sangati – Dance Progressions 
Abhinaya Dance Company‟s upcoming Fall Event 2009 is 

an original evening-length Indian dance and music concert 

that will premiere on November 14  at the Mexican 

Heritage Theater in San Jose and will be repeated at San 
Francisco‟s Cowell Theater on November 15.  This will be 

collaboratively created by choreographers Mythili Kumar 

and Rasika Kumar and the master sitar player/composer 

Kartik Seshadri.   
Kartik Seshadri is a world-renowned sitar virtuoso, 

composer, educator and the foremost disciple of Pandit 
Ravi Shankar. Seshadri was hailed as a child prodigy in 

India by critics and prominent musicians when he began 

performing full-length solo recitals at the age of six.  
 

News from the Abhinaya Office 

We have moved! 
The Abhinaya office moved from the previous location to 

a new location near the West Gate Mall in San Jose. Our 
new address and phone number is as follows: 

4950 Hamilton Ave., Ste. 105, 

San Jose, CA 95130 

Phone: (408)-871-5959 Fax: (408) 871-5955 
 

Grants Update 
Abhinaya is pleased to have received a National 

Endowment for the Arts grant which will fund the Fall 
2009 concert: Nritya Sangati- - Dance Progressions.  

 

http://www.abhinaya.org/
mailto:abhinaya_sj@yahoo.com
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Recent Abhinaya performances 
Rivers ï A Mystical Journey 

Fall Concert – November 2008 
Abhinaya‟s fall concert, Rivers ï A Mystical Journey, 

depicted the five sacred rivers of India, Ganga, Yamuna, 
Narmada, Godavari and Kaaveri, which for thousands of 

years have been honored, respected and compared to 

nurturing mothers. Venerated as goddesses, these rivers 

purify the earth and promise “moksha” or eternal 
liberation of the soul.  
 

 
 

Choreography for this concert was provided by Rasika 

Kumar and Mythili Kumar. Dancers included Mythili 
Kumar, Rasika, Kumar, Radhika Kannan, Preeti Vissa, 

Anjana Dasu, Yatrika Ajaya, Lakshmi Venkatesan, Shirni 

Surapaneni, Leena Kadakia, Pooja Sohoni, Megha 
Ranganathan. Megha Koduri, Nidhi Gandhi, Lalitha 

Kristipati, Priya Patel, Divya Patel, Kavitha Varadarajan, 

Kaushika Vayyala, Pia Mishra, and Ridhi Ravichandran. 

Musicians included Mythili Kumar (nattuvangam), Babu 
Parameshwaran (Vocals and Music Composition), Rita 

Sahai (vocal), Shanthi Narayan (violin), N. Narayan 

(mridangam & kanjira), Ragavan Manian (flute) and Ravi 
Gutala (tabla and pakhawaj)  
 

Excerpts from a review by Nandita Verma of 

India-West 
 „The dance drama fuses tradition and modern-day 

activism to create a refreshing production that leaves a 

lingering aura among fans of the art form, as well as 
piquing the interest of those who want their art to mean 

more than just a sensory pleasure.  

 Abhinaya‟s dancing maidens took a slight detour from 

the oft-told stories of gods and goddesses to take up the 
cause of India‟s biggest and most controversial dam 

project, the Narmada dam.  Built on the Narmada River, it 

has displaced millions of tribal people and is fiercely 
opposed by environmentalists who say benefits flowing 

from the dam are limited. 

 The beautiful danseuses showcased the unheard cries 
of the poor tribals as the corrupt and apathetic government 

official, played deftly by Rasika Kumar, quashed their 

protests and forced them out of their homes and 

livelihoods. 

 “These are the forsaken people whose lives and hearts 

have been broken in the name of progress,” narrated 
Mythili Kumar, the school‟s founder and artistic director.   

 While immediately sensitizing its audiences, the dance 

drama did not lose its gentleness as Rasika‟s choreography 

fused the tempered movements of its skilled dancers with 
an excellent display of Abhinaya. 

 “It‟s so inspiring to see the passion of these dancers.  

They are acting and dancing at the same time.  I can feel 
the spirit of the cause even though I‟m so distant from it,” 

Dora Henderson, a communications professional and 

ballroom dancer who came to the show to learn more 
about Indian dance, told India-West.     

 

 
In the vignette about the river Yamuna the music 

gained brilliant tempo and matched the boisterousness of 
the river.  Told with sculpturesque poses, the episode 

provided an audiovisual spectacle as Anjana Dasu, 

embodying the holy Yamuna, harmonized her movements 

with the playful steps of the young Krishna frolicking on 
her banks. 

 In the penultimate moments of the show, Rasika took 

to the stage once again as river Kaaveri. Almost as sure as 
gravity in delivering flawless performances, she set the 

stage for a pulsating grand finale where all the dancers 

matched beats to end in a symbolic confluence with the 
ocean. 
 

Feedback (edited excerpts) from dance 

connoisseurs: 
¶ It was really amazing! Very well directed. All the 

artists did a GREAT job, especially your (Mythili‟s) 
role as Shoorpanakhaa was marvelous and very 

powerful.  

¶ Thanks for giving me this opportunity to enjoy your 

delightful & memorable program. May God bless you 
and your Abhinaya group of artists with more 

and more success & perfection.  

¶ I thoroughly enjoyed the dance. The dancers did a 
great job and the choreography was different. The 
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next generation is in!! Kindly pass on our 

congratulations to them.  
¶ Congratulations on the great Rivers show. The theme 

was great, choreography was excellent. Great work.  

¶ I found The Rivers performance really invigorating 

and exciting. I think it appealed to not only a young 
audience, but everyone overall because the theme was 

so unique and the dancers portrayed all the different 

stories really well. An interesting theme or a really 
different piece invites more teenagers to come, and 

makes it more enjoyable.  

¶ The quality of all the dancers was excellent. I enjoyed 
Mythili Kumar's portrayal of Shoorpanaka. The last 

piece with Rasika's portrayal of Cauvery was 

excellent... .the choreography, the blending of one 

action to the next,  the immersion of the dancer so she 
and the river became one.....was the best piece.  I 

(personally) favor solos and I thought this piece 

portrayed the theme of river most succinctly, with 
both the choreography and the dancing.  

 

Yuva Bharati  Student Choreography 

performance – August 10, 2008  - Leela (Malavika 

Kumar –choreography; and Gandhariôs Lament 

(Rasika Kumar – choreography.)  
Review: 

„Abhinaya dance company‟s „Leela‟ was next in the order 

of performance. Every single dancer in this group of 10 
displayed high caliber. This musical extravaganza 

accompanied by high caliber dancers in aesthetically 

pleasing colors was truly a visual treat to all present. The 

whole ensemble moving as one block, the dance patterns 
set in a question and answer format in the electrifying pure 

percussion piece or thani avarthanam displayed the 

creativity of the choreographer and confidence in 
execution on the part of the dancers. This item was 

choreographed by Malavika Kumar and performed by 

Rasika Kumar, Preeti Vissa, Madhav Vissa, Anjana Dasu, 

Yatrika Ajaya, Neeraja Venkat and Pooja Sohoni.  

 

 
 

Striking and majestic stage presence is definitely Rasika 

Kumar‟s individualistic strength. This strength was used 
most effectively in her role as Gandhari in Gandhari‟s 

grief, a solo rendition. Rasika transported the audience to 

a state of heightened emotion in this pure instrumental 

piece accompanied by mime. The idea of showing the 
self- imposed-blind queen Gandhari and her grief at her 

son‟s death was a novel concept by itself and definitely 

needs special mention.‟ 
 

White Blossom Care Center in San Jose - August 

21, 2008.  
Dancers Megha Ranganathan, Gayatri Venkatesan and 
Chinmayi Aryasomayajula performed traditional pieces 

and entertained the patients at this care facility. 
 

Southside Community Center in San Jose - 

August 23, 2008  
Dancers Somya Khare, Sharanya, Rekha Nagarajan, 

Susmita Bhat, Gayatri Venkatesan, Chinmayi 
Aryasomayajula, Sindhura Ravichandran, Amritha 

Mohan, Megha Koduri, Nidhi Gandhi, Divya Patel, and 

Priya Patel participated in this performance that served to 

educate the community about Indian classical dance. 
 

Kids Faire in Pleasanton - September 7,
 
 2008  

Dancers Maya Sripadam, Lipika Sadaram, Sitara Sriram, 

Maya Nandakumar, Prachi,Astha, Shruti Gayatri 

Venkatesan, Amrita Mohan, Sindhura Ravichandran., 
Easha Khare., Archana B., Chinmayi Aryasomayajula 

participated at  the Kids Faire program sponsored by NBC 

11 at the Pleasanton fairgrounds. 
  

Wave West Dance Festival – San Francisco - Sept 

19, 2008  
 (Review- Keith Hennessey on zero performance) 
„Second-generation South Indian dancer and 

choreographer Rasika Kumar crafted the festival‟s most 

overtly political piece. Gandhariôs Lament represented the 
story of the blind mother of 100 sons who were all killed 

in the Great War of the Mahabharata. With ankle bells 

marking every percussive step, Kumar‟s powerful dancing 

used both abstract and mimetic movement to 
communicate a mother‟s grief. Her bitter, closing curse 

could as easily be directed at today‟s murderers.‟ 
 

 (Review by Rita Felciano in danceviewtimes) 

„Rasika Kumar is a tall, long-limbed Bharatanatyam 
dancer with legs that she plants like pillars. In “Gandhari‟s 

Lament” she fashioned a story from the Mahabharata into 

a universal lament of mothers who have lost their children 

to war. Lunging from side to side, her long arms 
outstretched like eagle wings, spasms of pain racked her 

torso. But this was no weeping Niobe. Adding some of her 

own poetry, Kumar looked at the myth from a modern 
woman‟s perspective.  Gandhari tore off her voluntary 

blind-fold and turned her tears into curses of Krishna. 

Though formally rooted in the tradition, “Lament” was as 
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incisive and impressive a piece of contemporary 

choreography as was seen on this Festival.‟ 
 

Dance & Sing Around the World, at the 

Pleasanton Library on Saturday, October 25, 2008 
Dancers Lakshmi Venkatesan, Megha Koduri, Nidhi 
Gandhi, Sindhu Ravichandran, Ridhi Ravichandran, and 

Mythili Kumar performed at this event. 
 

Pongal Festival at the Shiva Murugan Temple in 

Concord on January 11, 2009 
Performances by dancers Bhavana Bandikallu, Sweeya 

Raj, Renuka Belwalker, Abhinaya Srikanth, Vasalya 

Panchumarthi, Ananya Sriram, Madhunila Chandra, 
Goonja Shah, Sahana Viswanath, Savithri Koka, Aditi 

Gupta, Suchita Nety, Gayatri Venkatesan, Maya 

Sripadam, Shruthi Thatikunta, Lipika Sadaram, Sitara 
Sriram,  Kavita Ramnath, Astha Tripathi, Maya 

Nandakumar, Samika Kikkeri, Pooja Nerker, and Serena 

Chacko  
 

Diablo Valley College in Pleasant Hill on 

February 11, 2009  
Mythili Kumar, Megha Ranganathan and Yatrika Ajaya 

performed for the Ethnic Storytelling Event as part of a 
multicultural educational event.  
 

Arudra Natyanjali at the Livermore Hindu 

Cultural Center on January 18, 2009 
Performances by Sharanya Sriram,  Rekha Nagarajan, 

Susmitha Bhat, Samira Samant, Vrushali Samant, Swati 

Belwalkar, Lalitha Kristipati, Ishani Joshi, and Megha 
Koduri - see picture. 

 

 
 

Yuva Bharati – Anjana Dasu Solo Performance 
Anjana Dasu, a company dancer since 2005 gave a solo 
performance for Yuva Bharati on February 7, 2009. Yuva 

Bharati is a non-profit organization formed to promote 

Indian Classical Dance in the USA among youth. Anjana 
has been a student at Abhinaya since 1999 and performed 

her arangetram in 2005. She has performed in numerous 

Abhinaya productions and was awarded first prize in the 

Papanasam Sivan Dance Competition held in 2008. In a 
news review of her recent performance, she was quoted as 

“a nuanced dancer with glowing stage presence.” Anjana 

is an undergraduate student in UC Berkeley. 
 

    
   
A report on her performance follows: 

“Anjana Dasu commenced her Bharatanatyam recital with 

a traditional pushpanjali … Her presentation of the Andal 
Kavuthuvam depicted vividly the story of Aandal. She 

proceeded to present a quintessential item of the 

Bharatanatyam repertoire – Mohamanna …she brought 

out the sthayi bhava of this piece well aided by the 
elaborate sancharis. The torment the heroine faces due to 

the onset of cupid‟s arrows on her was succinctly 

portrayed by Anjana in her rendition. The elaborate Jathis 
of this varnam were effortlessly executed with flourish by 

young Anjana. She concluded her part of the evening by a 

popular thillana by Dr Balamurali Krishna set in ragam 
Kuntalavarali. Sculpturesque poses and intricate footwork 

dominated this chirpy number and was a fit ending to 

Anjana‟s energetic recital. 

 

Welcome Devika! 
Administrative Coordinator Devika Kumar joined 

Abhinaya‟s staff in 2008.  Her experience as an Executive 

Assistant, Program Manager and Events Coordinator 

spans eight years. Her previous employers include 
Technology Vision Group LLC, Volt Services Group and 

S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

Devika Kumar operated an Events Planning business in 
Santa Cruz for two years.  Her experience includes 

financial management, events production, client interface, 

website management, office management, public speaking 
and event planning.  Kumar received a BA from the 

University of California at Santa Cruz in 2001, and Project 

Management training at J. Randolph QTS.  She is 

currently enrolled at the UC Berkeley‟s Project 
Management Certification program. 
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                             Devika Kumar 
 

Wedding Bells: 
¶ Alumna Pallavi Parathasarathy was married to Neil 

Sheth on November 15, 2008. 

¶ Alumna Prasanna Ananth, was married to Mandar 

Muzumdar on November 2, 2008. 

¶ Our principal dancer, Rasika Kumar was married to 

Mukul Sheopory on March 8, 2009. 

¶ Company dancer Preethi Vissa is engaged to Anuraag 

Kristipati (brother of Lalitha Kristipati, an Abhinaya 
dancer) on August 29, 2009. 

 

 
Rasika and Mukul 

 

Abhinaya Board Members 
Chairperson: Raju Ananth  

Treasurer: Bhaskar Vissa 
Secretary: Sharada Bose 

Members:  Priya Dharan, Ann Malmuth-Onn,  

G.S.Satyanarayan, Bipin Thakkar, Meera Chari, Ram 
Varadarajan 
 

Abhinaya has activated an Auxiliary Board consisting of 

members who will be serving in an advisory capacity and 

heading various committees as required for coordinating 

company  productions. 
Current Members:(Kamal Nair, Shyla Sohoni – more tbd) 
 

Abhinaya says “Thank You” to its 2008-09 Donors 
We appreciate and thank Roopa Dalal and Ram 

Vadarajaran, for their generous donation.  This was used 

towards sponsorship of the Sujata Mohapatra solo 

performance of Odissi with live music on February 14, 
2009. Abhinaya would also like to thank Shyla & Sanjay 

Sohoni and JUBV Prasad for their donations in 2008 

which were matched by IBM corporation and Yahoo 
respectively.  We urge Abhinaya supporters to take 

advantage of similar grant-matching programs at their 

companies. 
 

Friends of Abhinaya 
Abhinaya Dance Company invites you to become a 

„Friend of Abhinaya‟ and support Abhinaya's season 

concerts. Established as a non-profit organization in 1980, 
we are dedicated to promoting the classical dance forms of 

South India through instructional classes and professional 

performances. Our artistic programs maintain the 

connection of Indian Americans to their cultural heritage, 
and strive to expand the tradition‟s expressive range, 

fostering its stylistic evolution in the United States. 

Community support makes it possible for Abhinaya to 
present the professional performances of today and 

tomorrow. Please consider becoming a part of a 

community that nurtures the classical dances of India.  

As a „Friend of Abhinaya‟ you will enjoy the following 
benefits:  

ü Free admission to all Abhinaya‟s self produced events 
in the year (at least three full length performances.) 

ü Preferred (Reserved) seating. 

ü Invitation to receptions hosted by Abhinaya for guest 

artists. 
ü Invitation to Abhinaya‟s end of year reception. 

ü Early notice of key events. 

ü Recognition in newsletter and other Abhinaya 

communications.   
Abhinaya appreciates the support of the following families 

who have renewed their membership for the following 

year.  For those of you, who wish to join this year, please 
go to: www.abhinaya.org and click on “Friends of 

Abhinaya.” 
 

Ashok Patel, Shailaja Patel, Priya Patel, Divya Patel, 

Swati Shah, Umesh Shah, Goonja Shah, Kirtan Shah, 

Krishna Nety, Indira Patil, Suchita Nety, Arushi Nety, 
Sanjoy Das, Videhi Mallela, Charulata Das, Somayajulu 

Aryasomayajula, Suneeta Aryasomayajula, Chinmayi 

Aryasomayajula, Vikram Koka, Kjirsten Koka, Savithri 
Koka, Rohan Koka, Dinesh Belwalkar, Swati 

Belwalkar, Devaki Belwalkar, Renuka Belwalkar, 

Dhrumil Gandhi, Renu Gandhi, Nidhi Gandhi, Ayano 
Nagaoka, Radha Nagarajan, Rekha Nagarajan, Sindhura 

Ravichandran, Ridhi Ravichandran, Shanthi 

Ravichandran, Vinita Samant , Mahesh Samant, Samira 

Samant,Vrushali Samant, Periyakoil Kas, Vyjayanthi 
Periyakoil, Preethi Periyakoil, & Divya Periyakoil.

http://www.abhinaya.org/

